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THE SNOWFLAKE
2011/2012 news

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Have you seen the snowfall prediction?  It’s shaping up to be 
another white, white, white winter! As you may know, we’ve recently 
wrapped up a few successful YWC events. A big THANKS to all of 
you who came to support winter sports at the Foresta Fall Hill 
Climb and Ski Team Barn Dance. We are proud to introduce two 
new elements of our 2011-2012 program:
!  new member benefits. Check out our new benefit package 

below! With lift tickets at $42/day, the YWC Season Pass at 
$149 is a bargain! 

!  Tressider Club. We can’t keep winter alive without YOU. You 
help us by attending events, volunteering your time as a gate 
keeper, and through generous donations. We want to reward 
you for what you do. Check out our new ‘Tressider Club’ - 
more details on page 4! 

! ! See you on the ice - or the lifts! 

; 
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Barb Armon

yosemite winter club, president

2011/2012 
BENEFITS

What does the $35 YWC Benefit Card Get Me? SEASON PASS PRICE OTHER FUN FACTS

$35 YWC 
MEMBERSHIP

! 1 free day lift ticket at Badger
! UNLIMITED skate sessions
! 50% off lift tickets, rentals, group 

ski/board lessons

$149 - ADULTS
$129 - CHILDREN 
(12 AND UNDER)  

• You MUST bring your 
YWC Receipt to badger 
with a photo ID to receive 
your card

• NO BLACKOUT DATES!

are you ready for 
some serious, snowy, 

social time? 
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snowmageddon, siblings win silver ski, and 2012 volunteers. 
The Yosemite Ski Team is coming off another 
successful season! Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered, drove their kids to the hill, or spent 
weekends coaching! Local racers placed well in 
overall standings for the Central Series of the USSA 
Far West race program. 

silver ski. The Silver Ski slalom race dates back 
more than fifty years and is one of the longest 
running races in the country. The Silver Ski cup is 
awarded on the second day to the fastest female 
and male racer (a combined two day time.) The 
winner’s names are engraved on the Silver Ski 
trophy housed at Badger Pass. As always, the race 
cannot happen without volunteers!

remembering snowmageddon 2011. Silver Ski race 
was a bit of an adventure with the original event 
being postponed by the major snow storm we all 
coined snomageddon. Badger Pass and the YWC 
once again hosted more than 100 junior ski racers 
from Bear Valley, Dodge Ridge, Sierra Summit! 
Fortunately Badger Pass has this other thing going 
for it - it's in YOSEMITE! Everyone had a great time 

in the park and we still held our dinner in Curry 
Village. Silver Ski was held two weeks later with a 
much smaller group of racers, though that didn't 
dampen the enthusiasm of this year's winners, 
David and Anna Medema. David and Anna become 
the first siblings to have their name engraved on 
the perpetual trophy in the same year. In addition to 
medals, Yosemite Ski Team member Caleb Young 
was honored with an annual sportsmanship award. 
Caleb received the Rusty Rust award, which honors 
the legacy of former Ski Team coach Rusty Rust.

The Yosemite Winter Club ski team is an all-
volunteer organization that is supported through 
membership dues and the generous donations 
from DNC, Rossignol, Herb Bauer Sporting Goods 
in Fresno and others. 

For more information  on the ski team, including 
the development team for young skiers interested 
in racing, or to volunteer contact 
Yoskiteam@gmail.com 

YOSEMITE SKI TEAM

Tom Medema 
yosemite ski team coach 

www.yosemitewinterclub.com

x-country time.
Join us for one or more of four 
overnight adventures:""

! Glacier Point - 2 trips offered
! Ostrander Ski Hut - 1 trip offered
! Trans-Sierra - 1 trip offered

Breakfasts and dinners are 
provided on all trips. Skiers bring: 
lunches, trail snacks, and water. 

APPLY: Terry & Melinda" 
melrivas@earthlink.net 

2012 RACES BEAR VALLEY DODGE RIDGE CHINA PEAK SILVER SKI

January 21-22 February 11-12 March 3-4 March 17-18
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all opening dates listed above are cold weather dependent; Badger closes April 1 

NOVEMBER
18 ice rink opens
18 gear swap 
18 members dinner

DECEMBER 
8 Vintners
16 badger opens 
tbd freestyle clinic

JANUARY
21-22 Bear Valley race
27 Snow Ball Social  

FEBRUARY
11-12 dodge ridge race
17-20 Ostrander Hut 
24-25 Glacier Point xCountry
25 Ancient Jocks
25-26 Nordic Holiday

MARCH
3-4 China Peak race
3-4 Glacier Pt xCountry
16-20 Trans Sierra
17-18 Silver Ski race
31 Winter Carnival 

www.yosemitewinterclub.com
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member profile: josh helling 
My father dragged me to Yosemite in 1988 for a crash course in x-country skiing. I was 
17 and had only spent a few days with him- a couple of times each year while growing 
up. We started in Dad’s cluttered garage of retro-outdoor gear, followed by a slow, 
chattering tire chain drive to Wawona. His pickup had seen better days and his heater 
had recently died. I diligently wiped the moisture from the windshield all the way to the 
campground. Arriving late in the evening, he gave me a ski lesson by headlamp on the 
golf course. As we crawled into our bags in the back of his pickup, he told me “tomorrow 
we ski to Dewey Point.” 

In oversized 3-pin Nordic ski boots and thrift store wool pants sagging with encrusted 
snow, we hacked our way out toward Dewey Point. Struggling with every movement, I 
had no idea where my Dad was taking me other than on another “scoocher”, as he 
called it. By late in the day, beat up and tired, we slid out onto an exposed, narrow ridge 
protruding us toward an aerial-like vista. My frustrated and exhausted young mind began 
to finally grasp what he was pushing me so hard for. Yosemite winter bliss! 

Soon after this trip, I saw a PBS documentary called The Fate of Heaven, a film directed 
by Jon Else and narrated by Robert Redford. The opening scene was a group of 
backcountry skiers trudging their way up a snow covered hillside, heading toward 
Ostrander Hut. The film caught me hook, line, and sinker. 

After working two summers in Yosemite, I took a break from my college film studies to 
stay in Yosemite and pursue my love of adventure and film. In November of 1991, I was 
touring Badger’s tall red firs covered in bright green lichen, contrasted with clean, white 
snow. By the end of the day, I knew that I had made the right decision to stick in 
Yosemite for the winter. Before leaving the pass for the day, I found Bruce Bossman, the 
manager, and asked if I could help with Nordic skiing. He hired me and I learned how to 
fit visitors with a variety of Nordic equipment and how to teach x-country skiing. 

Since that season, I have continued to work as a Badger x-country ski instructor, Glacier 
Point ski hut guide, and rock climbing guide at the Yosemite Mountaineering School. I 
carried my photography equipment on every adventure- learning how to compose, 
focus, and expose 35mm film and I never lost interest in cinematography. 

Over the years, I have had several opportunities to assist cinematographers that sought 
to capture Yosemite’s beauty. Bruce asked me to tow a sled full of 16mm camera gear 
out toward Glacier Point. The client was working on a PBS Biography on Ansel Adams 
and needed winter landscape scenes. The Director’s name was Jon Else. “Wow, the 
director of The Fate of Heaven,” I thought to myself. 

At that point, I truly realized that my Yosemite education was the right track. I enjoyed 
every mile of towing the sled. And watching my most influential film director in action, 
was beyond inspiring. I shared my story with Jon Else - about how my father had given 
me the gift of Yosemite in winter, how my dream was to work with cameras to share 
stories, and how The Fate of Heaven was the final connection to bring me to Yosemite. 

Twenty miles later, back at the Badger Pass parking lot, Jon shared something with me. 
He said, “You know the scene in The Fate of Heaven when some guys are trudging on 
skis up a hill in a snow storm? That was my son, Lincoln Else, carrying my camera gear 
for me. If that is your dream, you should continue to follow it as well.” And so, I do my 
best with that advice - and when circumstances steer me off track, a quiet ski to Dewey 
Point is all I need. Thanks, Dad!

Josh lives in El Portal with his wife Erica and daughter Juniper. He 
works as a Professional Climbing Guide for Yosemite Mountaineering 
School, as well as a local photographer and Þlm maker. He has 
traveled with cameras, skiing, and climbing to Antarctica, BafÞn Island, 
Greenland, Europe, Canada, South America, Africa, and the Middle 
East. His father, Frank, is a retired school teacher. In 1990, Frank 
followed his dream to work as an Interpretative Ranger at Sequoia 
National Park, the same summer Josh began working in Yosemite. 
Lincoln Else worked as a Yosemite National Park Climbing Ranger and 
is now an independent Director of Photography.

TRESSIDER CLUB

www.yosemitewinterclub.com

$5,000+ Tressider Level
! 2 Tickets to Snow Ball 
! 1 night at The Ahwahnee Hotel 

(during Snow Ball)
! 2 YWC Memberships
! 2 YWC Benefit Cards 
! Attend Vintners' for $99 per person "
! 2 YWC Koozies and Car Decals

Value
$150
$449

$30
$40
$199
Priceless

$1,000+ Nic Fiore Level
! 2 Tickets to Snow Ball 
! 2 YWC Memberships
! 2 YWC Benefit Cards 
! Attend Vintners' for $99 per person "
! 2 YWC Koozies and Car Decals 

Value
$150
$30
$40
$199
Priceless

$500+ Badger Level
! 2 YWC Memberships
! 2 YWC Benefit Cards 
! Attend Vintners' for $99 per person "
! 2 YWC Koozies and Car Decals 

Value
$30
$40
$199
Priceless

$100+ Snowflake Level
! 1 YWC Membership
! Attend Vintners' for $99 per person "
! 2 YWC Koozies and Car Decals 

Value
$15
$199
Priceless

introducing the

MANY THANKS
We are excited to announce our first donors!

Tressider Level 
Delaware North Parks & Parks at Yosemite

Nic Fiore Level
Devon Rothell Bacon and Ansley Rothell

Snowflake Level
Doug Schmidt 

With generous donations, the Yosemite Winter 
Club keeps winter alive in Yosemite. Among 
many things, your support allows kids to 
compete in ski races, play hockey, and ice 
skate. Thank you for making a difference.
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The Yosemite Winter Club Ice Skating and Hockey Program will be teaching basic ice-
skating and hockey skills at the Curry Ice Rink for the 2011-2012 winter season.

SIGN UP on our website: www.yosemitewinterclub.com

We will be conducting sign-ups this year online. Please use the following links to 
obtain your Winter Club and Ice Skating Institute memberships. Bring proof of 
purchase for both to the first nights practice. 

NOTE: for insurance purposes, those who do not have proof of both WC and ISI 
memberships will not be permitted to skate.

Hockey players will also need to provide their own hockey skates, full face helmet, 
gloves and a stick for classes. Other gear may be required as students advance.

To sign up complete the following:

Winter Club Membership:  Complete online at www.yosemitewinterclub.com

! Cost is $15 for adults and $10 for children under 17. Family memberships 
also available. 

Ice Skating Institute Membership:  Complete online at  www.skateisie.com

! Ice skating program participants sign up for SKATING MEMBERSHIP ($15 
cost).

! Hockey program participants sign up for HOCKEY MEMBERSHIP ($25 cost).

! Print and submit membership confirmation to coaches.

Ice rink waiver can also be downloaded from the YWC website. Please complete a 
printed copy and submit to coaches.

HOCKEY LESSONS EVERY FRIDAY  6-7 PM 
(excluding Dec 23 & 30) 

SCRIMMAGES EVERY TUE/THUR 6-7 PM 
(excluding Dec 22, 27, 29) 

MUST BE: 
! 5 YEARS OLD
! ABLE TO SKATE FORWARD IN 

CONTROL
! A MEMBER OF THE ICE SKATING 

INSTITUTE AND THE YWC. 

ICESKATINGLESSONS EVERY WEDNESDAY 6-7 PM 
(excluding Dec 21 & 28) 

MUST BE: 
! 5 YEARS OLD
! ABLE TO STAND ON SKATES
! A MEMBER OF THE ICE SKATING 

INSTITUTE AND THE YWC. 

ICESKATING AND HOCKEY PROGRAM

Coaches
Jim Bacon 617-2156
Dave Kari 379-2411 

Coach 
Carol Johnson
742-4410

www.yosemitewinterclub.com

2011 Awards.
Yosemite Winter Club Scholarship
Kevin Shenk 

Rusty Rust Award
Caleb Young 

Connie Rothell Ski Camp Scholarships
Sarah Pye
Kelly Ronay 
Leo Kari
Jack Kari

stay connected 
Here we come, social media! Did you  
know that you can receive timely 
updates on YWC events, specials, cool 
deals, and member’s only opportunities?

“Like” the Yosemite Winter Club on 
Facebook and be sure to follow 
YoseWinterClub on Twitter. You’ll have 
the best connection for up-to-date snow 
and weather conditions as well as 
additional “YOU-need-to-know” 
information.

And—if you have ideas on how we can 
better serve you and keep you engaged 
in Yosemite Winter Club events or how 
to connect you to all the amazing people 
that winter brings together in this 
remarkable place—please let us know. 

Please send us your ideas: 
YosemiteWC@gmail.com   



MEMBER’S TOP 10
1. Yosemite Winter Club member beer koozie.

2. Can you say, “benefit card”?!

3. Play ice hockey on an outdoor rink with a view of Half Dome? Yes, please.  

4. Badger Pass, our ski hill, is California’s first ski resort (1935.) 

5. Yosemite’s very own ski team including downhill and freestyle events.

6. We bring under-served populations into Yosemite’s winter wonderland.

7. We promote youth involvement in winter sports, building the next generation 
of winter enthusiasts.

8. Special invites to some serious snowy socials: Pray for Snow Party, Snow 
Ball, Ancient Jocks Race, and many more.

9. YWC grants scholarships to local youth.

10. We’re historic - keeping Yosemite’s winter traditions alive since 1928. 

YOSEMITE WINTER CLUB
PO Box 717

Yosemite, CA 95389 

yosemite winter club gear
We have schwag and we’d love to see you sport it . From hats to jackets, 
patches to stickers - be a proud Yosemite Winter Club member where ever you 
go, year-round. You can purchase schwag on our site or at any YWC event. 
Proceeds support our various youth winter club activities. 

; Board of Directors
President 
Vice President
Membership Coordinator 
Treasurer
Secretary
Members at Large 

Barb Armon
Tom Medema 
Jim Bacon 
Brian Wright
Ingeliese Guy 
Dave Kari
Art Baggett
Shauna Potocky
Kass Hardy


